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 “. . . that rather terrible thing which 
is there in every photograph: the 

return of the dead” 
-Barthes, Camera Lucida 



“We interact therefore we are”  
-Schrag , The Self After Postmodernity 

“The self acts with reference to others and is immediately 
conscious of the objects about it” 

 -Mead, The Social Self 

“One is a self only among other selves. A self can never be 
described without reference to those who surround it” 

-Taylor, Sources of the Self 

“Bound to seek recognition of its own existence in categories, 
terms, and names that are not of its own making, the subject 

seeks the sign of its own existence outside itself.” 
-Butler, The Psychic Life of Power 



He does not want to possess that other, so much 
as lose himself in it; and in that losing he finds 

himself mirrored in the endlessly moving 
kaleidoscope of the multiplicity that surrounds 

him. The slogan that defines this subjectivity 
would have to be incognito ergo sum – I am 

insofar as I am not my self. 
-Sayer, Incognito Ergo Sum 



























“The Photograph is violent: not because it 
shows violent things, but because on each 

occasion it fills the sight by force, and 
because in it nothing can be refused or 

transformed.” 
-Barthes, Camera Lucida 



“They felt that on Facebook, their life story 
followed them through their lives . . . And one 

said to me, ‘My God, it used to be that when you 
went away to college you got to start fresh to be a 
new person, and I bet that was great.’ This sense 

of the Facebook identity as something that 
follows you all your life is something that many 

adolescents feel is a burden.” 
-Turkle, 2012 NPR Interview 







“For the photograph is the 
advent of myself as other: a 

cunning dissociation of 
consciousness from 

identity.” 
-Barthes, Camera Lucida 
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