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• Invented in 2004. 

• Reached 1 billion users on October 4, 2012.  

• Set to come out with its own Facebook Smart 
Phone within the year.  

• Valued at $100 billion.  

* 



Facebook is not actually a new phenomenon. 



Chaco Canyon 
• Inhabited by Anasazi people, also called Chacoans, 
from 800-1200 CE.  
• Monumental architecture for ceremony - all designed 
to mimic and intricately reflect celestial patterns.  
• Mapped out a complex cosmology in order to 
organize their civilization, anchor themselves in time, 
and understand their place against a chaotic cosmic 
backdrop.   



Chaco Canyon 

Pueblo Bonito Map of Chacoan buildings 



Chaco Canyon Petroglyph Trail 



The Supernova 



The Supernova 



The Supernova 
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The Super-event 



The Super-event 



The Super-event 
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The Super-event? 

Photo: Barry Vacker, 2011 



The Super-event? 



Timeline: Personal Supernovas 
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Timeline: Personal Supernovas 











Chacoans and Facebook users: Placing 
their existence at the center of 

important historical events.  



“I was here when…” 



“I was here when…” 

Trying to establish an indelible identity linked to 
the “Supernova” events of history, society, and 
one’s life. An attempt to resist cosmic obscurity. 



The Sun Dagger 



The Sun Dagger 

  Chacoans: 
  Tracking and mapping 

their culture and 
civilization into space, 
deep time, and place. 
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The Sun Dagger 

  Chacoans: 
  Tracking and mapping 

their culture and 
civilization into space, 
time, and place. 

• Social Media Users: 

• Tracking and mapping 
their culture and 
themselves in 
cyberspace, time, and 
place.  



Visualizations of Time Passing 



• Chacoans: 

• Placing themselves 
in the center of vast 
cosmic cycles.  



• Facebook Users: 

• Placing themselves 
in the center of vast 
cyber networks.  



A flat rock wall… 



A flat rock wall… … or a flat plasma screen 



A petroglyph trail… 



A petroglyph trail… … or a photograph trail 



A petroglyph trail… … or a photograph trail 



• Chacoans…  

• Ordering themselves 
and their civilizations 
along the lines of solar 
and lunar patterns. 



• Chacoans…  

• Ordering themselves 
and their civilizations 
along the lines of solar 
and lunar patterns. 



• Facebook users… 

• Ordering themselves 
and their civilization 
along the lines and 
grids of cyberspace.  



Adapting to not being  
the center of the universe 



Adapting to not being  
the center of the universe 

Chacoans at the center of 
cosmology 

Facebook users at the 
center of cyberspace 


