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1. Narrative Thread





2. Media Theories



“Media are Extensions of Human Faculties.”

“Any extension, whether of skin, and, or foot, affects 
the whole psychic and social complex.” 

Marshall McLuhan (1964)
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“We shape our tools and then our tools shape us.”
J.M. Culkin (1967)
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Virtual Media Milieu: Hashtag Hatred

• Karin: That Internet stuff drifts off like weather. It's half 
hate. They don't mean it. The hate in a marriage, that's 
in 3D. That's had work put into it. That's sincere.

• Blue: You wished she was dead.
• Liza: Well, uh No, no, I didn't. 
• Blue: “Death to Jo Powers.”
• Liza: That's just It's a a hashtag game, you know, like 
"Death to" You insert the name of someone who's being 
an arsehole. It's not real. It's a joke thing. 



Tess: It was like having a 
whole weather system turn 
against me. Just hate 
message after hate message, 
around the clock, all piling on. 
It's hard to describe what that 
does to your head. Suddenly 
there's a million invisible 
people, all talking about how 
they despise you. It's like a 
mental illness.



Physical Media Milieu: Drone Deaths

Karin: Pull this off and you've done it from across the 
street. No fingerprints, no DNA. It's like 
wishing them dead.
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WE SHAPE OUR TOOLS – THEY THEN SHAPE US

••Chancellor on top of death pollEyes of the 
Government

••Hacker has to leave the country and 
change his identity

Hands of the 
Hacker

••Users become bait in mass killingVoices of the 
Hashtag Users



3. Real World Tech





Ultimately…

• What does the technology enhance?
• What does it retrieve from the past?
• What does it flip into when pushed to an extreme?
• What does it make obsolete? 

(McLuhan & McLuhan, 1988)

”We need to proceed with our eyes wide open so that we 
many use technology rather than be used by it.”

(Postman, 1998)
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